A practical guide to political effectiveness. The case of federal funding for nursing research.
The future viability of nursing research depends on federal funding decisions, which in turn depend upon national and local action by researchers and other advocates of nursing research. Since successful action is facilitated by familiarity with national policy-making, the legislative process is reviewed and a plan for action at the state and local level is offered. Basic actions are suggested to organize, arouse public support, build coalitions, and gain access to legislators. All these must follow a developed work plan. Ideas for specific implementing steps are provided, but each local area requires specially designed activities appropriate for their own needs and resources. The goal is to build a grass roots system to support national lobbying to stabilize and increase federal funding for nursing research.